THE   COUNT   OF  SAINT  MAES AN.         127

received me with his usual kindness. I handed him
Your Majesty's letter. I had a long audience, and I
have the satisfaction of announcing to Tour Majesty
that I found the King in the most compliant mood,
without a cloud on the loyalty and frankness of his
character. The King added that he did not fear fac-
tious spirits, that I ought to have seen that he had
taken some measures, and that orders had heen given
to keep a rigid oversight and to punish everything
of the sort that showed itself, no matter how trivial,
even if a mere jest. In general, Sire, I was able to
see that the King was gratified by two things: one
by the satisfaction Your Majesty expressed with the
conduct of his troops, and the other, the mark of con-
fidence and consideration you gave in asking him to
unite his contingent in a single army corps consisting
of his troops alone, thus treating him like Austria."

The Count of Saint Marsan did not conceal from
the Emperor the extreme agitation which was begin-
ing to show itself in Prussia, and in this report he
said: "I ought not to keep it from Your Majesty,
the foes of this system of union with France are
working most eagerly to excite every one. The King,
who is of frank, loyal, and scrupulously upright char-
acter, is not, I think, opert to the attacks of those
who would like to lead him into another system,
especially since he is endowed with a certain firmness
which some may call obstinacy, that is no less useful
at this moment. The Baron von Hardenberg, who
is of an upright and loyal character, and who is